Green Raiders feel like Eagles after Disappointing Loss 

to Garnet Valley

The emotional high of the exciting victory over rival Springfield wore off quickly after Friday night’s defeat at the hands of the Garnet Valley Jaguars.  It’s true that Garnet Valley has prepared themselves better for close matches like this by upgrading their level of competition and competing in several tournaments.  A quick look at today’s Delaware County Daily Times SUPER 7 shows Garnet Valley as the #2 ranked team in the county and lists 7 of their wrestlers in the top 3 of the 14 weight classes so maybe an upset was too much to ask.  But, just like rabid eagles fans, many hard-core Ridley backers thought victory was possible if critical matches went our way.  The way the night began, that thinking didn’t seem too far-fetched but as the night wore on (and it was a long and cold night) our hopes quickly faded.  Here’s a recap of the night’s events…..

Once again, the “luck of the draw” mandated that the competition start with the 140-pound match.  This was one of the matches that Ridley had to win to entertain any chance of an upset.  The Jaguars wrestler, Alex Wesolowski, had made great strides in recent weeks including a recent triumph over Conestoga’s 145-pounder.  In an inspired effort, tri-captain Corey Brown (#3 at 145 pounds in the SUPER 7) scored 9 points in the decisive 3rd period to gain a 12-1 major decision to put Ridley up 4-0.  Next up was sophomore Phil Rayer who also had a tough customer in the solid 152-pounder from Garnet Valley Kevin Kaczmarski.  Phil showed an experience beyond his years in jumping out to an early lead and holding off the hard-charging jaguar for a 7-6 victory and a 7-0 Ridley team lead.  Dan Gillon had to be feeling the pressure when he walked onto the mat to face GV’s tri-captain and team leader Mike Ferguson (ranked #2 in the SUPER 7).  The Garnet home faithful were predicting a pin and the crowd was certainly “into the match.”  In what the Ridley coaches and fans thought was an outstanding effort, Dan kept the match close losing only by a 3-0 score and keeping the team lead at 7-3.  But things would be changing shortly.

There are not many situations harder in sports than trying to come back from a long injury layoff and meeting a top-notch competitor in front of his frenzied crowd.  That’s what Craig Scully had to endure during the 160-pound match-up.  GV’s Kurt Dambro was ranked #1 in the county and knew Craig was just getting his timing down and rounding into shape.  No doubt that helped propel Dambro to a 2nd period pin.  At this juncture, Ridley trailed 9-7.  In the 189-pound bout, Garnet Valley’s Paul Gualtieri sprung an unexpected upset on Ridley’s then #2 ranked John Thomas.  This was followed by an 8-1 defeat of Ridley’s 215-pounder Mark Fritz at the hands of John Waslawick and suddenly, things were not looking good as Ridley was trailing by 16-7.  Heavyweight Mike Steven (ranked #2 in Delaware County) brought the match to respectability with a 1st period pin of his opponent and the stage was set for one of the feature bouts of the evening.  

During the pre-bout introductions, it appeared that Ridley’s #1 ranked 103-pounder, Eddie Hall, would be facing GV’s usual lightweight John Moriarty.  However, as is the home team’s privilege, they instead sent out Chuck Nickle who had dropped several pounds from his usual 112- pound frame (#2 in Delaware County) to face off with Hall.

With the GV crowd on its feet from the onset, Nickle quickly took Hall down, got a near fall and more back points to take an early 9-1 lead but this match wasn’t over.  To Hall’s credit, once he recovered his composure, he methodically started to cut away at Nickle’s lead.  Even though Eddie ultimately lost by 14-11, if the match had gone much longer it appeared Ed would have emerged victorious.  But the reality of things was that Garnet Valley had won an important bout and upped their lead to 19-13.  In a well-wrestled 112-pound match, Ridley’s Tim Handley won a nail-biting 2-1 decision over GV’s Moriarty to bring Ridley back to a 19-16 deficit.  Unfortunately, things didn’t go well from there.  In the next bout, the jaguars 3rd ranked Ryan Kaczenski scored an important 4-2 decision over Ridley tri-captain Matt Ziegler at 119 pounds.  This was followed by consecutive 3rd period GV pins of 125-pounder Cory Malampy and 130-pounder Mark Ziegler to make the score an insurmountable 34-16.  Despite freshman Carl Schaaf’s impressive 5-0 shutout of GV’s Paul Jennings, a major decision by Garnet Valley’s #2 ranked 140 pounder Dave Morey over Ridley’s Mario Simonetti would make the final score 38-18 Garnet Valley (Ridley was penalized 1 point for an equipment violation).  

All things considered, Ridley’s team should find themselves prepared for a nice stretch run.  They have 3 matches this week- Wednesday January 21st at Radnor, Thursday at Cheltenham and the Friday SENIOR night at home against Penncrest.  Then come critical dual meets against Haverford, Conestoga, Upper Darby and Interboro followed by the Section meet on February 13th.  At this point in the season, the Ridley Raiders (10-2) are ranked 5th in the county trailing Haverford School, Garnet Valley, Haverford and Upper Darby in that order.  The excitement surrounding the team right now is the real potential to knock off Upper Darby for the 1st time in many, many years.  If that singular feat could be accomplished along with a Section 5 championship- and everything would have to fall in place to do either one- this season would be a resounding success.  In fact, you could say it would be a suitable replacement to an Eagles Super Bowl game.        
