
   Ridley Loses Heartbreaker to #3 Haverford 

Sometimes, despite your best efforts, things just don’t go as planned.  The Raider’s Wednesday night match at Haverford was one of those times.  Haverford was stoked for the match since it was their Senior Night and they had recently beaten archrival Upper Darby.  They knew Ridley remained a dangerous opponent but one they believed they could handle.  Before the match even started, they were handed a piece of good fortune when Ridley tri-captain Corey Brown was shelved due to a slight break in his 1st metatarsal bone of his right foot that left him in a compression boot and unable to compete.  Also, 215-pounder Mark Fritz was a flu victim and did not make the trip.  The question was, could Ridley fill the holes in its starting line-up?

Before we recap the action, it might be appropriate to take a moment to mention a couple of realities of high school wrestling.  First, the quality of the refereeing is not always what we might like it to be.  There are many reasons for this but it remains a shame when the hard work of young wrestlers is compromised by an out of position (or out of shape) official.  A possible solution might be to somehow assign the more talented officials to the more meaningful matches.  This match could easily have gotten out of hand with a few more controversial acts on the part of the referee.  As we all know, fans will be fans (myself included) and sometimes speak their minds when their team is giving its all.  So, if the #3 and #5 teams in the county are meeting in an emotional match, can’t we at least  schedule an equally talented referee?  Secondly, one of the true “good guys” of Delco wrestling, Haverford’s 130-pounder Michael Glenn (currently ranked #2 in the Delco Daily Times SUPER 7), has been battling numerous medical problems throughout his wrestling career.  He’s faced back surgeries and other more typical wrestling injuries that have conspired to rob him of much deserved post-season success.  We learned last night that Michael has again had his season cut short by lingering, severe back problems.  His victory last night over Ridley’s Cory Malampy might turn out to be his last wrestling match at any level.  I’m sure I speak for all Ridley wrestlers as we wish him a speedy recovery and best of luck in his quest to become a physical education teacher after attending Slippery Rock.  

Now, on to the action.  The night began with Ridley hoping that 103-pound tri-captain Eddie Hall could pin his Ford opponent and garner a quick 6 team points.  Instead, due to a series of interesting referee mandated “stops in the action”, Eddie was forced to accept a 5-point technical fall instead.  The next several bouts were handily won by experienced Haverford guys- in particular Delco’s #1 ranked 112-pounder Andrew Jones who pinned Ridley’s game Tim Handley.  Matt (119) and Mark Ziegler both lost by close decisions and Cory Malampy was pinned at 130 by Glenn.  At this point in the match, Haverford held a commanding 18-5 lead.  As is becoming his custom, Carl Schaaf broke the skein with an exciting 3-2 triumph over a much taller Haverford 135-pounder, Tom Morgan.  Unfortunately, the momentum swung again in Haverford’s favor when Mario Simonetti was pinned in the 3rd period and Corey’s replacement, Dave Schaub, suffered a 13-8 defeat.  Once again Ridley was teetering at the edge of defeat by 27-8.  But, as we all should know by now, this is certainly an unpredictable team.

In the 152-pound bout, sophomore Phil Rayer put himself in a precarious position (flat on his back) while trying to utilize a new move that he and coach Jack Signor had been perfecting in practice.  Phil showed a huge amount of heart in avoiding being pinned for what seemed an eternity before turning the tables on his opponent.  Once again, Phil actually had to pin his foe twice before the tardy referee was in a position to see it.  Nevertheless, our last ditch effort was now underway.  Dan Gillon seemed to completely intimidate his 160-pound Ford to the point where, after being manhandled throughout the 1st 2 periods, Dan picked up 6 team points when his opponent was disqualified for excessive stalling.  Now the match had tightened up to 27-20 with 4 matches to go.  

Since his return, senior 171-pounder Craig Scully has been saddled with a heavily wrapped right hand that has made controlling his opponents a nightmare.  Surely, with a fully flexible and stronger hand, Scully would have been able to win his tightly contested match.  As it was, he nearly held off his foe but lost a 5-4 when decision when he was unable to escape in the last 20 seconds of his bout.  The Fords were probably thinking they could finally breathe a little bit easier since they now had a 30-20 lead and one of their #1 ranked wrestlers, 189-pounder Craig Cline, facing Ridley’s Fran Rowles (with  brother John was in the stands rooting).  In one of the feature bouts of the evening, Fran gave no quarter and several times barely missed takedowns at the far edge of the mat while giving Cline a run for his money.  Finally, with only about 20 seconds left in the 3rd period, Cline secured both the bout and the team match with a 2nd 2-point takedown for a 4-0 victory but he certainly appeared exhausted from battling Rowles for a full 6 minutes.  Despite the team result no longer being in question, John Thomas hung a 4-0 shutout on Delco’s #3 rated 215-pounder Jeff Williams and heavyweight Mike Steven gained a 2nd period pin of his opponent to make the final score 33-29 Haverford.  

Our last home match will be Friday, January 30 against Conestoga.  They are without a doubt the most formidable foe we will face this year as they are ranked the #6 team in District 1 and have 4 wrestlers ranked within the top 5 of District 1.  To do so, they have traveled to a number of tournaments and faced top wrestlers from a number of states.  Realistically, our guys all expect to give their maximum efforts against Conestoga but are gearing up to really make a run at Upper Darby next Wednesday, February 4th.  A make up tri-meet against Interboro and O’Hara follows on the 11th and then the all-important Sectional meet at Haverford on February 13th.  The 1st 4 finishers from Sections move on to the District meet at Norristown on the 20th.  If any Ridley wrestler is fortunate enough to make it out of Districts (top 5), the Regional meet awaits them at Spring-ford followed by the State meet at Hershey in March. 

So hopefully we’ll see you on Friday night and at Upper Darby next week where our squad will need all the support we can muster.   

