Raiders Wrestlers on a 3 meet Win Streak
Life is good again after recovering from the recent loss at the hands of the #2 ranked team in Delaware County, Garnet Valley.  Ridley started the busy week with a hard-fought 33 to 25 victory over an improving Radnor squad in a meet held Wednesday night at Radnor.  After Ridley jumped out to a 4-0 lead following 119-pounder Matt Ziegler’s 9-0 shutout of his foe, things were about to get a lot tougher.  We would soon be facing the strength of the Radnor lineup and every match would need to be a close contest to keep within striking distance as the match wore on.  At the 125-pound class, Cory Malampy kept his match within 6 points (12-6) while wrestling a spirited bout to keep Radnor’s team total at 3.  Radnor’s most experienced wrestler, Sean Epps, was able to defeat Ridley’s Mark Ziegler but could not get the pin or technical fall he was looking for (a tech fall counts as 5 team points while a pin results in 6).  So in wrestling vernacular, a “loss” can sometimes be a “win” when lop-sided scores are avoided as in this case.  After 3 bouts, Ridley trailed by a count of 7-4.       

Surprising freshman 135-pounder Carl Schaaf continued his winning ways with a first period (1:21) pin of Radnor’s Dave Quercetti.  Those points would later prove vital and vaulted Ridley back a 10-7 lead.  The 140-pound bout featuring the Raiders’ Mario Simonetti went in Radnor’s favor but certainly not for a lack of effort on Mario’s part.  

Senior tri-captain Corey Brown did his part to get Ridley back on the winning track with a 5-point technical fall (16-1) to retain the team lead at 15-10.  152-pounder Phil Rayer then followed suit with a gritty 9-4 decision over Dave Geralhty.  The team score now stood at 18-10 but Radnor was far from defeated.  Geralhty’s brother Jim started Radnor’s rally with a 4-2 decision over Ridley’s 160-pounder Dan Gillon and Radnor’s Mike Gill continued the upstart with a 3-1 decision over Ridley’s Craig Scully.  It should be noted here that Craig is still recovering from a severe hand injury and enters every bout with a decided disadvantage - certainly that will be changing as the post-season draws nearer.  In any event, the score now stood 18-16 Ridley and the pressure was just starting to mount. 

Next up was a highly anticipated bout between Ridley’s #2 ranked 189-pounder John Thomas and Radnor’s #3 Jim Swarr.  A sore shoulder limited Thomas’ mobility and he was ultimately caught in a pinning combination resulting in 6 Radnor points and a 22-18 team lead.  With 4 matches left the Radnor crowd was sensing a major upset but our guys knew what they had to do.  In a dramatic turn of events, Ridley football player turned accomplished wrestler, 215-pounder Mark Fritz, provided a huge boost with a 2nd period (2:44) pin of his opponent.  The resulting 6-point swing restored the lead to Ridley at 24-22.  It certainly turned out to be timely because Radnor’s #1 ranked Brian Nicholson was able to beat a game Mike Steven in a hard-fought heavyweight bout by an 8-4 score.    Once again Radnor had captured the lead at 25-24.  Now it was time for the coaches’ to play a role and their strategy would pay off in spades.

Any team has a decided advantage when its 2 lightweight wrestlers can be interchanged based upon their opponent’s skill level.  In this case, Ridley’s coaches believed that Tim Handley could “handily” beat the 103-pound Radnor wrestler, and in so doing, allow the more experienced Eddie Hall to defeat Radnor’s 112-pounder in the final bout.  This approach would give our squad the best chance at a team victory.  True to form that is exactly what happened.  Tim scored a 7-0 victory over his opponent and Eddie capped off the night with a 1st period pin (0:58) to make the final team score Ridley 33, Radnor 25.

While certainly not boring, the other matches of the week did not provide the drama of the Radnor match.  On Thursday night, Ridley traveled to Cheltenham to contest a match that had been snowed out earlier in the season.  Pins were recorded by Corey Brown and  John Thomas while Cory Malampy, Carl Schaaf, Mario Simonetti, Craig Scully and Mike Steven gained decisions.  Raiders Mark Bascelli, Eddie Hall and Tim Handley were awarded forfeits when Cheltenham could not compete at their weights.  No doubt the highlight of the night was Steven’s Overtime Ride-out match with the Cheltenham heavyweight.  In the 1-minute sudden death overtime period, both wrestlers start in the standing position and the 1st takedown wins.  If there is no takedown, the wrestler who scored first in regulation gets to choose top or bottom for a 2nd overtime 30 second “ride-out” period.  In this case, the other wrestler chose down and Mike controlled him for 30 seconds and came away with a dramatic win over an up and coming opponent.  The final team score was 46-15 Ridley.  

Friday brought the Penncrest Lions to the Greenhouse for an early night match.  Once again, Ridley thoroughly dominated their competition by a 53-16 margin.  Pins were recorded by Craig Scully, Mark Fritz, Mike Steven, Eddie Hall, Mario Simonetti, Corey Brown and Dan Gillon while decisions were earned by John Thomas, Matt Ziegler and Phil Rayer.  The only negative consequence of an otherwise fruitful evening was the right foot injury suffered by co-captain Corey Brown.  Hopefully it proves minor and he can return quickly to the line-up.  

With only 5 dual meets remaining on the Raider’s schedule, the grapplers are starting to look towards a super-competitive post season.  Presently, Ridley stands as the 5th rated team in Delaware County sporting a dual meet record of 14-2.  This year, we again will be competing at Haverford in the Section 5 grouping during the 1st round of post-season wrestling.  There are 9 teams in the loop and the first 4 finishers at each weight division continue on to the District meet at Norristown to compete against 8 other finalists.  The top five finishers there move on to the Regional competition at Quakertown.  Seemingly,  our best hopes for post-season success rest with our 3 Delaware County ranked wrestlers-  Eddie Hall (14-3) #2 at 103 pounds, Corey Brown (17-1) #2 at 145 pounds and Mike Steven (15-2) #2 at heavyweight.  John Thomas (189), Mark Fritz (215) and John Colberg (171) have also been listed in the elite group at various times during the season and are certainly part of the mix.  Hopefully, the experience of Matt Ziegler, Cory Malampy, Mario Simonetti, Phil Rayer, Dan Gillon and Craig Scully could well propel them into the post-season success they came close to last year.  Newcomers Tim Handley, Mark Ziegler and Carl Schaaf might need to pull an upset or two to qualify to move on to Districts but they surely have the talent to do so.    

So keep your enthusiasm and interest up as the season steams towards what we hope will be an exciting conclusion.

