
Ridley Xmas Tournament Tough on Delco Wrestlers

The Sussex Central team from Delaware narrowly won the recent Ridley Christmas Tournament.  This year’s tournament was particularly competitive since William Penn (also from Delaware) and Cocalico (90 minutes up the turnpike) joined 10 other teams to comprise this year’s edition.  As a result of the entry of additional strong teams from out of the area, fewer champions from Delaware County were crowned.  Those who emerged victorious faced tough competition through every round.  Delaware County 1st place winners included Chris McCusker (119), Sean Reed (130 pounds) and Steve Shillady (152) from Springfield, Ben Rodgers from Interboro (135 pounds) and Mike Conn from Cardinal O’Hara.  As evidenced by their 3 champions, Springfield left notice that they are a tough team to beat in a tournament structure.  By the same token, Ridley’s strength is that they have accomplished wrestlers in all 14 weight brackets.  For this reason, Ridley will usually fare better in the dual meet category.  We’ll see as the season progresses.      

The Ridley Green Raiders were represented on the trophy scene by only 3 wrestlers partially due to sickness, injury and a questionable disqualification.  Tri-captain Eddie Hall finished 2nd in the 103 pound category losing to a terrific wrestler from the district 3 powerhouse Cocalico while winning 3 of his 4 bouts.  Corey Brown, tri-captain at 145 pounds, lost 1-0 in the semi-finals to the eventual champion before rebounding through wrestlebacks for 3rd place while also winning 3 of 4 bouts.  Senior heavyweight Mike Steven also won 3 of 4 matches to capture the 3rd place trophy in the tough 275-pound division.  

Perhaps the most unsettling moment of the tournament came when 125-pound tri-captain Matt Ziegler landed on his head during his 2nd round bout and was briefly knocked unconscious.  At the event doctor’s advice, he curtailed any further wrestling and sacrificed the opportunity to place.  In surely the most mysterious moment of the tournament, Ridley’s 152-pounder sophomore Phil Rayer was charged with inadvertently biting an opposing wrestlers hand and, due to PIAA rules, had to be disqualified despite no intent to injure.  Rayer was definitely in line to place in his division.  In addition to these disappointments, senior 189-pounder John Thomas was unable to wrestle due to a medical condition.  If Ridley had been able to add these missing points to their team score we would no doubt have placed in the top 5 in the team scoring- no small accomplishment at this year’s tourney.  

There is some good news though as the most recent Delaware County Daily Times Super 7 Rankings (12-29-03) lists Ridley as the #3 team in the county behind only perennial stalwarts The Haverford School (5-0) and Upper Darby (4-0).  We continue to be ranked ahead of lead Sun Valley (7-2), Garnet Valley (5-4), Springfield (2-2) and Haverford (2-1) in that order.  Ridley has a scheduled match at Upper Darby on February 4th and many feel the Green Raiders have their first real chance to unseat them as dual meet champions in some time.  The Green Raiders also clash with Springfield on January 9th (home) and Garnet Valley on January 16th (away).  So make plans to attend.  

In addition to the #3 team ranking, 5 individual Raider grapplers have been recognized as being at the top of their weight classes.    Eddie Hall remains #1 at 103 with a 7-1 record, Corey Brown is listed at #3 at 145 with an identical 7-1 season record, John Thomas (5-0) is again rated #2 at 189, Mark Fritz holds on to the #3 position at 215 pounds with a 4-1 mark while Mike Steven is ranked #2 with a 6-1 slate.  Only the Haverford School (8) has more than 5 wrestlers in the top 3 while Ridley, Upper Darby and Garnet Valley all boast 5 members of their squads in the elite 3.  

The Ridley Green Raiders next see action on Saturday, January 3rd participating in a quadrangular meet with Chichester and Friend’s Central (a late replacement for Episcopal Academy) at Lower Merion High School.  Next come home matches against Strath Haven (January 7th) and Springfield on the 9th.  We hope to see you there.

Ridley Classic Team scores:         

Sussex Central (De)

182.5 points

Cocalico (District 3)

179

Central Bucks West

154

Springfield



146

William Penn (De)

125

Garnet Valley


120

Chichester



102

Ridley



  97

Interboro



  85

Cardinal O’Hara


  82

Indian River (De)

  55

Monsignor Bonner

  37

Penn Wood


    0
 

