
     Ridley Opens 2003-2004 Season with Impressive Win 

This year’s edition of the Ridley Raiders wrestling program faces a unique set of circumstances.  In the pre-season Delaware County Daily Times Super 7 ranking, Ridley finds itself listed as #4 behind Haverford School, Upper Darby and Springfield.  However, there is no overwhelming favorite as the Upper Darby program, while clearly the class of the county, seems a little bit vulnerable this year.  With continued hard work and a little bit of good fortune, this year may be a memorable one for the squad.  

In Ridley’s first match of the season the team traveled to Phoenixville to meet the Phantoms, a team that had competed in the previous weekend’s Great Valley Tournament.  This meant that most of the opposing wrestlers had the opportunity to have two or even three matches under their belt before challenging our grapplers.  No matter though, as some of our more experienced wrestlers paved the way to a satisfying season opening romp.  The meet began with 145-pound tri-captain Corey Brown gaining a major decision by a 10-2 score against Nick Wade, a 2nd place finisher at the Great Valley tournament.  Junior 152-pounder Phil Rayer duplicated the 4 point major win with a smooth 14-4 decision over a solid Phantom wrestler.  The first close match featured Ridley senior Dan Gillon holding off his opponent for a 10-7 win at 160 pounds.  That match was followed by another hard-earned 2-1 victory by John Colberg, Ridley’s senior 171-pounder.  At this point in the match, Ridley had built a 14-0 lead.

Next up was the 189-pound match featuring a tough, experienced Phoenixville wrestler against Ridley’s senior Steve Sweeney.  In a competitive match, Sweeney held off the talented Phantom wrestler before finally being pinned in the middle of the 3rd period.  Ridley Senior John Thomas was then awarded a forfeit at 215-pounds when Phoenixville could not send out an opponent.  At heavyweight (up to 275 pounds), a severely undersized Mark Fritz was pinned by one of the Phantoms better wrestlers.  It should be noted that Fritz stood in for the highly regarded Ridley senior Mike Steven who is expected to be back in uniform for Saturday’s quad meet.

Unfortunately for the next 3 Ridley wrestlers, Phoenixville had no light weights to challenge our lower weight wrestles.  Junior tri-captain Ed Hall, who spent a good part of the summer and fall preparing for what he expects to be a highly rewarding campaign, was awarded the 1st of 3 consecutive forfeits at 103 pounds.  112-pounder Tim Handley and 119-pounder Mark Bascelli will both have to wait a few more days to engage in their first varsity bouts as they also were awarded forfeits.  At this juncture, Ridley had taken a commanding 38-12 lead in the team scoring.  

When wrestling competition began again at 125 pounds, senior tri-captain Matt Ziegler came from behind to secure a 4-2 decision over a tough Phantoms wrestler.  Matt also dedicated a considerable amount of time in the off-season to preparing for a breakthrough campaign and it paid off in this first match victory.  Ridley junior Cory Malampy, another off-season hard worker, followed with a thoroughly entertaining 9-6 decision over a seasoned opponent.  The 135-pound match featuring Ridley’s Dave Schaub, was won by Phoenixville by a 13-7 score.  The wrap-up bout,, an impressive 8-2 win by wiry Ridley 140-pund junior Mario Simonetti, capped off a 47-15 Ridley victory.  

In the junior varsity competition, the Ridley victories against an impressive Phoenixville squad came as a result of pins by 145-pound sophomore Carl Schaaf and, in his first high school bout, a pin by 152-pounder Len Pinto.  Congratulations guys!

While only the heartiest of fans would consider making the 1 hour trip to Phoenixville, we should note that the 2 most dedicated Ridley fans of all time, Tom and Harry, were right where you might expect to find them- in the top row of the Ridley faithful recording the results of every match for posterity.  Welcome back and know that we appreciate your support!

If you’re looking to spend a relaxing Saturday watching quality early season wrestling, we’d like to recommend that you buy a ticket for the Ridley, Interboro, Penn Charter and Cardinal O’Hara quad meet at Interboro at 10 am.  Last year’s matches between Ridley and both Interboro and Penn Charter went to the last bouts and generated a ton of excitement and controversy.  Super fan Ed Papp reminds that Ridley lost the Penn Charter match as a result of a highly questionable illegal slam call that disqualified his son Ed as he was hammering his Penn Charter foe.  That match was followed by an equally entertaining match-up between Ridley and Interboro that Ridley only captured because both Ed Papp and Jesse Mariana (who has since transferred to Upper Darby- good luck Jesse!) had to pin their respective opponents in the last 2 matches to get the 12 points necessary for the Raiders to recover from an 11 point deficit. How can you beat that for drama??

(Programming note.  The quad meet scheduled for Saturday, December 5th will be re-scheduled due to the snowstorm.  The website will announce the date as soon as it becomes available).  

