        Ridley Win over Springfield Highlights 3-0 Week

The most recent Delaware County Daily Times Wrestling Super 7 rankings demoted our green raiders from the 3rd to the 6th position out of the 17 or so squads in the county.  So who knew how our guys would respond to “bein’ dissed” by those in the know?  Well, if Friday’s victory over Springfield in a packed greenhouse is any indication, this team rises to the occasion.  Despite a record of 5-4, Springfield entered the match at #5, ranked one notch ahead of Ridley (8-1).  So the stage was set for an epic battle and that’s just what it turned out to be.    

Before we recap the action let’s just say that there were many heroes during the course of the evening.  Our coaches made critical lineup changes, Craig Scully picked the perfect time to return from a serious injury and clutch Ridley wrestlers won the key bouts that would decide the outcome.  Without all these ingredients as part of the mix, no doubt the match would have swung the other way.  

It all began with tri-captain Matt Ziegler earning a critical 3-2 win in the night’s first match at 125 pounds.  When Cory Malampy (130 pounds) repeated the feat with a 6-5 thriller over his opponent, things were shaping up to be a real classic barnburner.  The 135-pound bout was next and featured Ridley’s Carl Schaaf in his varsity debut.  Nothing like being thrown into the lion’s pit in your first match, right Carl?  In any event, by using his experience and mental toughness, he was able to make a close match of it with one of Springfield’s better wrestlers before coming out on the short end of a 3-0 score.  At this point, the team score was 6-3 Ridley and things were working out as planned.  

Sean Reed, Springfield’s highly touted and #1 ranked 130-pounder (16-1) moved up 2 weight brackets to face Ridley’s 140-pounder Mario Simonetti in a strategic move by the cougar brain trust.  Their hope was that Reed could pin Mario and their usual 140-pound wrestler could pull an upset at 145.  As expected, Reed did defeat a game Simonetti by pin but part 2 of the master plan went bust.  For those who may recall, Springfield barely won last year’s contest at Springfield when Chris Senkow pinned Eddie Papp in the last match.  Obviously, Springfield’s coaches were hoping that Senkow could pull it off again this year in his match with Ridley tri-captain and 145-pounder Corey Brown.  This would turn out to be one of many defining moments in the meet.  Corey (14-1 and #3 in Delco)  was able to take an early lead with a takedown and reversal and ultimately earned a 9-2 decision to make the team score 9 to 9-  and things were just starting to heat up.

Ridley 152-pounder Phil Rayer provided a major boost by showing his athleticism and determination during a 10-4 loss to Springfield’s #3 ranked Steve Shillady.  Shillady had recently won the title at the Ridley Christmas Classic and sported an impressive 16-2 record so losing by a small margin worked in our favor.  Now the stage was set for perhaps the most pivotal bout of the night.  Ridley’s Dan Gillon and the Cougars Jesse Gronlie were hooked up in an “up for grabs” 160-pound match.  Gillon used a shrug to capture an early 4-1 lead but Gronlie came back to force a tie at the end of regulation.  In the evening’s only overtime bout, Dan showed his heart and desire by scoring the winning takedown that would ultimately play a critical role in the team outcome.  At the halfway juncture in the night’s festivities, the teams were tied with 12 points each and good fortune was about to smile in Ridley’s direction.

Despite what had to be a sore left wrist and hand and limited gripping ability, Craig Scully pronounced himself ready to assume the 171-pound weight class duties and it couldn’t have a come at a better time.  Scully used every second of the 6-minute bout before pinning his opponent at the buzzer.  The resulting 6 points would loom large as the evening wore on.  As expected, John Thomas ranked #2 at 189 in the county, pinned his cougar in the 2nd period and the green raiders lead had grown to 24-12 but things weren’t decided yet.  When Springfield’s Joe O’Shea (19-3 and ranked #2 at 215 pounds) won by fall over Ridley’s game Mark Fritz, it was evident that Ridley’s more experienced grapplers needed to come through in a big way to wrap things up.  When Springfield couldn’t send anyone out to face off with Ridley’s Mike Steven (the #2 heavyweight in Delaware County) resulting in a 6-point forfeit win for Ridley, the stage was sent for tri-captain Eddie Hall (#1 at 103) to end the suspense.  Despite an impressive effort by a compact and well-schooled Springfield opponent, Eddie scored a 9-0 major decision to clinch the team victory for the green raiders.  It turned out to be quite a blessing because 2 of Springfield’s better wrestlers were able to score consecutive pins over Ridley 112-pounder Tim Handley and 119-pounder Mark Bascelli. Regardless, with the hard-earned 34-30 victory, Ridley will be moving back up in the standings with the tough part of the schedule just around the corner.       

In other less dramatic action last week, Ridley dominated both Strath Haven (63-6) and Archmere Academy of Claymont (56-6) to bring our team record to 10-1.  When this week’s Delaware County Daily Times Super 7 Wrestling rankings are released, expect our guys to have climbed a notch or two.  Our goal will be to keep the momentum going during this week’s matches with Cheltenham and rival Garnet Valley, ranked the #3 team in Delaware County.     

Records for the Strath Haven, Springfield and Archmere matches for varsity performers:


Eddie Hall

103 pounds
3-0
 

Tim Handley

112 pounds 
2-1

Mark Bascelli

119 pounds
1-2

Matt Ziegler

125 pounds
3-0

Cory Malampy
130 pounds
3-0

Carl Schaaf

135 pounds
1-1

Mark Ziegler

135 pounds
1-0

Mario Simonetti
140 pounds
2-1

Corey Brown

145 pounds
3-0

Phil Rayer

152 pounds
2-1

Dan Gillon

160 pounds
3-0

John Colberg

171 pounds
1-1

Craig Scully

171 pounds
1-0

John Thomas

189 pounds
3-0

Mark Fritz

215 pounds
2-1

Mike Steven

275 pounds
3-0    

