  Ridley Stands at 4-0 After Quad Meet Sweep
Academy Park, Penn Wood and the Northeast Falcons fell victim to an energized group of Ridley wrestlers-  many hitting the varsity mats for the 1st time this year.  Led by triple winners Corey Brown, Phil Rayer, Dan Gillon, John Colberg, John Thomas, Michael Stevens, Ed Hall, Tim Handley, Dave Schaub and Matt Ziegler, the Green Raiders got the job done in a workman-like fashion while preparing for the more grueling Central League slate.  Seldom has a Ridley squad scored more points in a day than the combined 213 they posted against Saturday’s competition.  Pinning combinations were the order of the day, most offered up by Green Raider grapplers but also by the talented 2002-2003 state qualifier from Academy Park, Mustafa Fleming, the Knights 140-pounder who put on a clinic during 2 brief visits to the mats.
Particularly encouraging was the time that Delaware County Daily Times wrestling staff writer Brian Freeman spent with some of the coaches and key team members after the match.  He noted that we can expect to see more of our wrestlers ranked in the top 3 of their respective weights when the next Delco Wrestling rankings hits the streets.  Certainly seeing your name listed among the best wrestlers the county has to offer compensates for all the hard work and sacrifice.  
  
To recap some of the action, all the matches started off with 145-pound tri-captain Corey Brown securing 6 points for the green raiders, the result of pins against Penn Wood and Northeast and a forfeit vs. Academy Park.  Impressive 152-pounder Phil Rayer followed with a fall vs. Penn Wood, a 9-3 decision against Academy Park and a pin of his Northeast opponent.  Next Senior 160-pounder Dan Gillon swept his matches gaining 2 pins and a 19-9 major  decision.  John Colberg (171)  continued the onslaught with a pin, a 10-3 decision and a forfeit.  John Thomas epitomized the mindset of this year’s Ridley squad with an offensive explosion featuring three 1st period pins.  The third fall against Northeast strongman Paul Franklin was particularly crowd-pleasing as Thomas fought off a near fall for nearly 20 seconds before reversing position to deck his opponent.  It was the type of match that showed the heart of the Ridley wrestler and had the coaches, his teammates and fans jumping to their feet.  Next, Ridley wrestler John Fritz (215 pounds) secured two first period pins while heavyweight Mike Steven  contributed two first period pins in addition to a forfeit victory. 
  
In the lighter weights, tri-captain Ed Hall, the county’s #1 ranked 103- pounder, was awarded 2 forfeit victories while only having the opportunity to wrestle one time.  He quickly disposed of the Northeast grappler in a minute and 3 seconds as he added to his undefeated record.  Exciting 112-pounder Tim Handley offered up two 1st period pins along with a forfeit while the 119-pound tandem of Fran Bascelli and Steve Gillon won 2 of 3 matches.  The Ridley middle-weights continued the strong outing with their own solid performances.  125-pound tri-captain Matt Ziegler recorded a 12-1 major decision along with 2 forfeits.  130-pounder Cory Malampy pinned his Academy Park opponent in the 2nd period and received a forfeit victory.  In a heart-breaking finish he barely missed a much needed escape and takedown in a 6-4 loss to a highly regarded Northeast wrestler.  It should be noted that Cory had to recover from a 6-0 deficit to make the match close.  135-pounder Dave Schaub then showed off his Peterson technique while managing a technical fall against Academy Park senior John Farrington and  gaining a major decision (15-7 ) against Northeast in addition to being awarded a forfeit against Penn Wood.  While acting as the “closer”, 140-pounder Mario Simonetti recorded a 1st period pin vs. Penn Wood, lost by pin to the afore-mentioned Mustafa Fleming and recovered with a major decision (16-3) against Northeast.  
  
The junior varsity enjoyed a successful outing as well and got the chance to show their stuff during a number of matches.  There are a number of promising underclassmen preparing to take on varsity slots in future years.  
 
So if what the team is doing has you psyched to come out and watch the goings-on, you’ve still got some opportunities before the New Year.  On Wednesday night, the team travels to Marple Newtown for their first Central League showdown.  On Saturday, December 27th, the hugely successful Ridley Annual Christmas Tourney featuring 15 teams from Pennsylvania and Delaware, will be conducted all day long.  If you’re looking for some superb wrestling in a tournament atmosphere, we suggest you check it out. 
Ridley’s quest for the Central League championship will continue with 12 matches in January, meets against Connestoga and Glen Mills in February and the Sectional’s, districts, regionals and hopefully, the states, to follow.  
