
     Controversy Mars Lower Merion Quad Meet

It’s amazing how one “phantom” pin can have such a far-reaching impact.  Let’s describe the scenario as it happened this past weekend.  At the mid-match point, tri-captain and Delco #1 rated 103-pounder Eddie Hall had just started his match against a formidable opponent in Waters from Central League rival Lower Merion.  In short order, Waters caught Eddie in a cradle but Hall courageously fought off his back and was just starting to break the dangerous combination.  Somehow, an “out of position” referee thought he noticed Hall’s shoulder blades against the mat when the only part of Hall’s body that may have been pinned was his lower back.  If a worse call has been made in recent Ridley history, we’d like to know about it.  In any event, since the team competition came down to the final match, that 6-point “gift” ultimately determined the winner.  Disappointing yes, but it’s the type of thing that should drive our team to be more focused and better prepared for future close matches.  

Despite the unexpected defeat at the hands of Lower Merion, overall the quad meet was an opportunity to wrestle multiple matches in a day for many Green Raider grapplers.  Of course, this is the advantage of scheduling a quad meet since the late season sectional, district and regional competition often require 3 or 4 matches in a day.  But, we’ll save that for a later day and report some of the good news from Saturday.  

All the day’s team competition began at 145 pounds with tri-captain Corey Brown competing the trifecta with 2 tech falls and a pin.  Phil Rayer (2 pins and a decision at 152 pounds), Dan Gillon (a pin and 2 decisions at 160 pounds), John Thomas (a win and a pin at 189 and a pin at 215) and Mike Steven (2 pins and a forfeit at heavyweight) also picked up 3 victories each.  Tim Handley (a fall at 103 and a pin at 112), Eddie Hall (technical fall at 103 and a pin at 112), Matt Ziegler (2 decisions at 125 pounds) and Dave Schaub (decision and forfeit at 135 pounds) each collected 2 wins during the competition.  Single victories were the order of the day for Steve Sweeney at 171, Mark Fritz at 215, Mark Bascelli at 119, Cory Malampy at 130 and Mario Simonetti at 140.

So, at the end of the long session of wrestling, Ridley recorded wins over Chichester (45-23) and Friend’s Central (55-6) along with the frustrating 36-35 loss to Lower Merion.  For the season, Ridley stands at 7 wins and 1 gauling loss.  It would seem that since Lower Merion is not a Delaware County team, Ridley should retain their #3 rating in the Delaware County Daily Times Super Seven.            

Next up is a busy week for the squad as it enters its most active part of the campaign.  On Wednesday, Ridley hosts the Panthers of Strath Haven, the Springfield Cougars come to the greenhouse on Friday evening and the team travels to Archmere Academy in Claymont, Delaware on Saturday (a new addition).  Then the Green Raiders hit the road for contests at Cheltenham and Garnet Valley the next week.  Keep in mind 2 matches are still to be scheduled resulting from the cancellation of a quad meet at Interboro that was snowed out in December.  

Here is one bit of interesting news that our wrestlers have no doubt had circled on their calendars.  The PIAA, in its infinite wisdom, allows wrestlers an extra 2 pounds on January 15th of each year.  The theory being, and rightfully so, that just like any other child of high school age, wrestlers should expect to experience natural growth during the season.  Therefore, a wrestler like Eddie Hall who has been watching his eating habits to make the 103-pound weight cutoff can now “luxuriate” up to 105 pounds.  It may not sound like much but just ask the wrestlers (right Mario?) who struggle to make weight before every match.  An added bonus of Ridley’ upcoming schedule is that when back- to-back matches are contested, an additional pound is permitted.  Again, not much but in some cases, just enough.  

In closing, you might find the District 1 wrestling websight to be particularly interesting as the season progresses and, of course, the Delaware County Daily Times Super Seven and Wrestling Notebook authored by Brian Freeman each Wednesday keeps wrestling enthusiasts aware of Delaware County goings-on.  

