2003 Ridley Christmas Tournament Most Competitive Ever

Each year Coach Schnellenbach “ups the ante” by inviting stronger teams to participate in the prestigious Ridley Wrestling Christmas Classic.  This year, several of the 15 teams have a legitimate shot at the team title while a number of recently crowned tournament champions will attempt to duplicate their feats in the greenhouse.  The following teams have the type of depth and experience to make a serious run at the tournament team title:

· Sussex Central from Delaware

· Central Bucks West

· Owen J. Roberts 

· Springfield

· Ridley

· Garnet Valley

· Cocalico

In particular, Sussex Central from Delaware ended their 2002-2003 campaign ranked 4th in their state.  Meanwhile, 3 of the top-ranked wrestlers in Pennsylvania’s District One will be performing on the mats.  At 112 pounds, Owen J. Robert’s Brett Gardy is currently listed as #3.  Springfield’s Sean Reed is the #3 130-pounder while Central Bucks West’s #4 ranked Brandon Sullivan will compete at 189.  Keep an eye out for these 3 as they represent some of the best local wrestling you’ll see.    

In addition to these high profile wrestlers, you’ll get the chance to watch 8 champions and 9 runner-ups from area tournaments that took place in the last 2 weeks.  Several of our own Ridley wrestlers have a chance to bring home trophies as they compete in their only tournament of the year.  Delaware County’s #1 103-pounder, tri-captain Eddie Hall, has to be considered a favorite in his weight class.  Another tri-captain, Matt Ziegler (125) has yet to lose this  season and should be in the running for a title.  112-pounder Tim Handley also has yet to taste defeat but will be facing tough competition from Gardy and others in his weight bracket.  Young   Mark Bascelli at 119 pounds will be getting his first exposure to high school tournament wrestling and will be looking to survive.

Cory Malampy (130), Dave Schaub (135) and Mario Simonetti (140) will need to wrestleat their best to advance against more experienced wrestlers.  But you never know what wrestling in front of the home crowd can bring out in an athlete.  Meanwhile, senior tri-captain Corey Brown (145) is ranked #2 in Delaware County and has a legitimate shot to come away with a title.  Phil Rayer (152), Dan Gillon (160) and John Colberg could also medal with solid performances.  Ridley’s 3 big guys have perhaps the best opportunity to shine.  John Thomas remains undefeated and stands as the #2 ranked 189-pounder in Delco.  Mark Fritz is a solid 3-1 at 215 and Mike Steven (4-0) is ranked #2 in the county while just warming up at heavyweight.  

So if you want to spend a relaxing (if long) day watching dedicated  athletes working hard to make everlasting memories, come on down to the greenhouse.  BTW, if you want to lend a hand in the behind-the-scenes activities, that’s OK too!  Just inquire at the snack bar.  See you Saturday!

